Izumo Taisha

Why is this shrine important?

It is a national treasure. This building is the tallest and one of the oldest shrines in Japan; it was built in 1744 and is
24 metres (78 feet) tall. It was supposedly over 48 metres (157 feet) tall, 1000 years ago. It is dedicated to
Ohkuninushi- no- Ohkami, the god of relationships, so people come here to pray for a good relationship. In the tenth
month of the lunar calendar (usually in November), Shinto gods from all over Japan gather here.
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What is that?

- It's a torii, which is a shrine gate. It's 23 metres (75.4 feet) high, and so is one of the
s largest torifs in Japan.
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How many fori/ are there?

There are 4 torii.

What is this?

This is the second torii and the front gate of the shrine.
This area was famous for Kabuki. Okuni, the creator of Kabuki theatre was born in
Taisha.

: What is this street with pine trees?

Originally, the middle of this street was only for the higher classes, but now anyone
can use it.




The rows of 1000 pine trees were donated by the wife of the domain lord Tadauiji
Horio, between 1577 and 1604. 63 pine trees remain today.

1577 1604
63

What is this building? ?

This is Haiden, a hall of prayer. It was built in 1959.
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4 What is this?

This is the eight- columned gate in front of the inner shrine. It was built in 1667. You
can usually only go as far as this gate to pray, but over New Year you can go
. through a little closer to the inner shrine.
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How should | pray?

First, bow twice. Then clap your hands four times, and bow once more before
praying.



8 \\hat is this building?

This is Honden, the inner shrine. It is dedicated to Ohkuninushi- no- Ohkarmi.

The original building is over 1000 years old, but this building was rebuilt in 1744.
1744

It is 24 metres (78 feet) tall and it is the tallest inner shrine in Japan.
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| What is Unta?

Unta is the concept that Izumo Taisha was the tallest wooden structure in Japan
over 1000 years ago.

Most people had not believed this was possible, but in 2000, the remains of three
huge pillars were found. Each pillar was about 3 metres (9.8 feet) in diameter, and it
was made of 3 cedar trunks bound together with metal. They are believed to have
supported the former inner shrine.
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This is where the remains of the pillars were found.




What are those white papers?

\ t They are omikuji, sacred lots. People often tie them to the trees after buying and

reading them here.

In the tenth month of the lunar calendar, all the Shinto gods from all over Japan
come to meet here and stay in these buildings.

What is the Kagura- derr?

Prayers, weddings and other ceremonies are performed here.




What is this big rope?

M It's shime- nawa, a sacred rope. It marks a god's place. It's 13.5 metres (44.2 feet)
-3 long and weighs 6 tons (13,227 pounds).
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. How big is that flag?

47 75



Hinomisaki Shrine

The upper shrine, called Kami- no- miya, is dedicated to Susaroh- no- Mikoto.

s The lower shrine, called Shimo-no-miya, is dedicated to
Amaterasu- Ohmikami who is the goddess of the sun. Susaroh- no- Mikoto is
her brother.




Why is this shrine red?

The red paint looks luxurious and prevents the wood from rotting.

When was this shrine built?

It was built in 1644 but has been partially reconstructed since.
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What is that island?

It's called Fumishima. Black- tailed gulls breed there from November to July.
No one except the priest of Hinomisaki shrine is allowed to walk there.
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Hinomisaki Lighthouse

What's special about this lighthouse?

It's said to be the highest stone lighthouse in the Far East. Unlike some
lighthouses, the public may enter.

How tall is it?

It's about 43.7 metres (133 feet) tall and 65 metres (213 feet) above sea level.
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When was it built?

In 1903.
1903




